Let the Forest Service Know What You Think About ORVs on the Coconino!

Please Write a Letter  (sample below) and Tell the Forest Service to Protect Your National Forest! 


Send the Letter to: 
Nora Rasure, Forest Supervisor 



1824 S Thompson St.



Flagstaff, AZ 86001



FAX: (928) 527-3620

Email: comments-southwestern-coconino@fs.fed.us. (Name and address must be included if submitting comments electronically.)

***Comments Need to Be Received by September 10, 2007.


[image: image1]
There is a sample letter below for you to use. We encourage you to put these issues in your own words and add any of your own concerns, because the Forest Service counts personal letters differently than a form letter. However, if you don’t have the time, please use the form letter.


· Share personal experiences and stories. We encourage you to tell stories that demonstrate why you value wildlands protection, and why management of off-road vehicles is so critical (including horror stories like examples of how ATVs have disturbed a quiet hike or ruined a favorite trail). Land managers are human, and human stories inspire them to be more sympathetic to our cause. Speak first to people’s hearts and then suggest a solution that folks can understand with their heads. 

 

· Submit photos to complement your stories. Identify those places you go or know that should be protected from new off-road vehicle use as well as those areas that have already been damaged and should be restored.  Submitting photos both of places you want protected from off-road vehicle damage and conflicts, and of off-road vehicle abuse will be invaluable in helping us prioritize and support our recommendations. 
Sample Letter

Nora Rasure, Forest Supervisor 

1824 S Thompson St.

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Fax: (928) 527-3620

comments-southwestern-coconino@fs.fed.us
Re: Coconino NF Travel Management Plan Proposed Action 

Dear Ms. Rasure,

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Proposed Action (PA) for motorized travel management on the Coconino National Forest. 

Off-road vehicles and miles and miles unnecessary roads are having significant negative impacts on our national forests. They damage our watersheds, degrade habitat for plants and wildlife and diminish the quality of experience for quiet users. I am grateful that irresponsible, unfettered off-road travel is finally being prohibited. 

 

The Forest Service’s proposal to rein in this abuse is a good first step and there are parts of it I support, however, it does not go far enough to reduce route densities or minimize impacts to wildlife and crucial habitat. The final plan will guide the management of motor vehicles on our forest for years to come, so it is imperative that it do more to protect our dwindling wildlife habitat and open space. Please consider my comments as you develop a Draft Environmental Impact Statement over the course of the next year.

I support the Forest Service’s recommendation to prohibit motorized travel off designated routes for the purpose of big game retrieval. This action is consistent with the policy of all national forests outside Arizona and we strongly support the Coconino in this position. Big game hunting occurs primarily between the months of September and December, the time the region typically receives precipitation, and thus the potential for damage to soils and vegetation, and unnecessary harassment of wildlife and other visitors is significant if motorized cross-country retrieval is allowed.  

Dispersed camping is a legitimate use of the forest and the draft proposal includes a reasonable approach to provide for dispersed camping by designating camps near existing, authorized roads and that these sites will generally be within 100 feet of these routes. I support the Coconino’s intention to inventory and monitor existing dispersed camping sites and develop recreational site limits consistent with protecting natural and cultural values, and to restore to a natural condition any site that adversely impacts sensitive natural values, such as significant wildlife habitats including riparian areas; or cultural sites. Identifying existing dispersed camping areas (consistent with the constraints identified above) on the Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MUVM), supplemental map or by signage so the public will be responsible for knowing where they can camp is a portion of the proposed action I strongly endorse.  
Although I support the closure of 1500 miles of roads, the PA does not meet the Travel Management Planning Rule‘s intention to provide only the minimum transportation system needed because it leaves open nearly 4,000 miles of routes. If linked together, these roads would cross the nation one and a third times. Surely that is more than necessary to provide public and administrative access. Most of these roads were constructed for timber sales and according to the Forest Management Plan should have been closed at the end of the sale. Many of these roads will continue to adversely impact wildlife, soils, and vegetation, as well as quiet users without providing any significant access values. Please reduce the average forest-wide road density to no more than one mile per square mile, a standard supported by a large and influential number of scientists to conserve wildlife habitat. I also ask the Coconino to not reopen routes that have been closed or decommissioned in previous NEPA decisions as a part of any alternative in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, to close all redundant and user-created roads, and close roads in all washes and riparian areas. I oppose the PA’s provision to add 40 miles of unauthorized user-created routes to the forest’s official road system.

I understand that some roads may be required for access to private inholdings and for fire management, however I believe the impacts of these routes can be minimized if they are only open to administrative and landowner use.

The proposal keeps open a substantial number of unnecessary roads that directly impact important wildlife habitat, including areas like Anderson Mesa, Hulls Canyon vicinity (south of Wupatki National Monument) and the Turkey Butte rim country north of the Red Rock-Secret Mountain Wilderness. In addition, the proposed action does not adequately protect some sensitive headwater regions, including East and West Clear creeks. Please close to public motorized travel 1) any road that intersects or lies within close proximity to a Mexican spotted owl Protected Activity Center (PAC) or a Northern goshawk Post-Fledging Family Area (PFA) or nest; 2) roads that travel through core habitat for pronghorn antelope, mule deer, Gunnison’s prairie dog, mountain lion and black bear.
According to a recent Forest Service Survey, a substantial majority of visitors to the Coconino National Forest prefer quiet recreational activities such as viewing nature, including wildlife, relaxing, picnicking, hiking and walking, and “escaping noise.” Only a small minority, about 11%, actually participates in off-road activities (ATV or all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes, etc).  Please reduce unnecessary and destructive routes to improve quiet experiential opportunities consistent with the preferences of the majority of Forest visitors for example, routes in the Rattlesnake Canyon seasonal closure area, upper East Clear Creek, and northern Anderson Mesa’s Marshall-Fisher and Fry-Horse Lake wetlands. The Deadwood Pack Trail between Wet Beaver Creek Wilderness and the Walker Mountain roadless area should remain a non-motorized equestrian and hiking trail. 

I am also concerned about how much it costs to maintain and enforce a route system as expansive as the one proposed in the PA. The Coconino can only afford to maintain 420 miles of roads annually, about 10% of the proposed 3,950 open road system. While ORV users like steep, muddy routes that are "challenging”, unmaintained roads result in accelerated soil erosion, damage to vegetation and watersheds and create an economic, safety and ecological cost we cannot afford.  Please protect natural and cultural values by authorizing a road system that the Forest Service can afford to maintain and enforce.

As a local forest user, I try to avoid areas frequented by off-road vehicles, as they kick-up clouds of dust, fill entire drainages with noise, damage wildlife habitat, and degrade water quality. Non-motorized areas, like the Kachina Peaks and Red Rock-Secret Mountain Wilderness, as well as Walker Mountain, Hackberry Mountain area, Barbershop Canyon, and Jacks Canyon roadless areas are sources of clean drinking water and offer wonderful backcountry recreation, including hiking, camping, hunting and horseback riding. These areas provide an opportunity to connect with nature and are a welcome relief from the sights and sounds of motorized activities. Such wild places offer safe harbor for vanishing and imperiled wildlife species and a source of tranquility for the human spirit. We need more of these sanctuaries for wildlife and human visitors as well. 

Please accept this letter with my personal recommendations and in support of the specific recommendations submitted by the Grand Canyon Wildlands Council and the Center for Biological Diversity. I urge you to release a Draft Environmental Impact Statement that incorporates these recommendations and closes portions of the road system that are contributing to degradation of our national forest. Please prioritize the protection of  the above-mentioned values over the call for more unnecessary access.

Sincerely,

Your name

Address

